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Indiv. Liberties Competition Transparency Indiv. Liberties Competition Transparency Indiv. Liberties Competition Transparency Indiv. Liberties Competition Transparency
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Democratic Principles and Functions
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Democracy Barometer
Happy Families

(Rules for 3 or more players)

The Deck of 32 cards consists of 8 families. Each
family has 4 cards of the same nation with the years
2000, 2005, 2010 and 2015.

A player shuffles all cards and deals them to the
players as equal as possible. All players hold their
cards so that other players cannot see their card
faces. The player to the left of the dealer starts as the
active player.

Only the active player takes turns: On their turn the
active player chooses one other player and asks them
for a specific card (nation and year; e.g. Switzerland
2000). A player may only ask for a nation they hold a
card from themselves. If the questioned player has
the card they must give it to the active player, who
then stays active player. If the questioned player does
not have the card they become the new active player.
The active player takes a new turn.

Once a player holds a family with all four cards of a
nation, these cards are placed in front of them on the
table. Whoever runs out of cards in their hands is
eliminated from the game. Once all players are
eliminated, the game ends. The player with the most
families in front of them wins the game.

Let's play - Democracy Barometer

Project information & partners

Project lead: Saskia Ruth-Lovell, Rebecca
Welge and Robert Lovell.

These card games were developed as part of a
Demokrative project. Demokrative - Initiative
for civic education is a non-partisan and non-
profit association based in Zurich. Demokrative
initiates and promotes offers of civic education
for different target groups. Further information
about the project can be found at
www.demokrative.ch.

Funding partners: The project and the
development of the card games was funded by
the Centre for Democracy Studies in Aarau,
ZDA (Zentrum fiir Demokratie Aarau,
Switzerland). All numbers shown on the cards
are based on the Democracy Barometer project
data set (www.democracybarometer.org).

The english translation as well as the
development of the 'Global South' card set was
funded by the German Institute of Global and
Area Studies in Hamburg, Germany
(www.giga-hamburg.de).

Special thanks go to: Olina Welge, Judith
Reicherzer and Daniel Messelken for their
assistence in the project.
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